caused the highest number of deaths, followed by the conflicts in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraq, Rwanda and Somalia. In fighting in the Sri Lankan conflict -which in 2009 resulted in the defeat of the LTTE rebels after more than 24 years of conflict -UCDP recorded somewhere between 7,400 and 9,000 battle-related deaths. As these deaths were solely incurred in fighting between January and mid-May, they give an indication of how intense the confrontation was.4 only ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross) was allowed to oper ate to some extent in the area. UCDP's figure is based on reports from differ ent aid agencies and news services and is likely to be too low. It is best viewed as a baseline estimation of the number of battle-related deaths; we know that at least this many people were killed in the fighting. 5 See Appendix 1 for information on the states contributing troops to these conflicts. 6 Many observers and analysts claim that the Ugandan rebel group LRA does not have a political agenda, arguing that any political aims and goals that the group may have had at its foundation have been abandoned and that the rebellion has turned into banditry. However, UCDP continues to record the conflict between the Ugandan government and the LRA as one over governmental power, since the program records 'stated goals of incompatibility', and the group's leader Joseph Kony has announced numerous times that his aim is to replace the Kampala regime. UCDP's coding rule is to rely on the goals that the group itself announces, rather than trying to evaluate or interpret these aims. This rule is strictly enforced so as to avoid any bias and arbitrariness in the data.
For more information, see Harbom & Sundberg (2010 
